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ABSTRACT

This paper attempts a reflection on the right to the city, a right that shrank and looted in the process
of building the state - nation and is re-emerging in urban communities, through the intensity of
inequality and segregation that creates the gap between wealth - poverty, the experience of diversity
and multiculturalism, discriminations that are reflected on the urban spatial form. We follow the
radical neomarxist approach developed by geographers around the perception of the city as a
distribution system of resources and privileges and attach it with the basic concepts of social policy -
social justice, right, redistribution - which are recomposed through the urban experience, while
looking for the right of each person to define and shape the living space and everyday life.

The right to the city, is studied through the example of the City of Agia Varvara. Our
qualitative research to the field, highlights not only the inequality and segregation within the city but
also the democratic perception around the management of common and political participation of
subgroups. Moreover, it reveals that a small city like Agia Varvara, "satellite” city and suburb of the
metropolitan center of Athens, is experiencing, as a whole, segregation and inequality over time and
is “nailed” down to a centre of intense poverty and ghetto area due to its social characteristics and its
multicultural identity. This is a city where the "right to the city" is violated by spatial policies and
practices of the central power, that generates resistance by inhabitants around the protection and
defense of territorial and social rights against “seizure” efforts around space and resources and
against spartial and social stigma imposed by the dominant perceptions that condemns the city as a
repository of negative and undesirable uses that degrades the quality of life of its residents.
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